Introduction
The National Center for Health Statistics has included a special set of supplemental questions on the adult population's knowledge and attitudes about acquired immunodcficicncy syndrome (AIDS) and the human immunodeficiency virus (HIV) in the National Health InWview Survey (NHIS). The first AIDS Knowledge and Att itudcs Survey was in the field from August through Dcccmhcr 1987. Provisional results of that survey were published on a monthly basis in Advance Data for Vital and Health Nalisfics (Nos. 146, 148, 150, 151, and 153) . During the first 4 months of 1988, the NHIS AIDS questionnaire was revised to meet current program needs for information about HIV/AIDS awareness, The revised AIDS Knowledge and Attitudes Survey entered the field in May 1988. Provisional findings for May, June, and July, the first 3 months of data collection with the new questionnaire, were published in Advance Data for PWaland Health Statistics, Nos. 160 and 161 . This report presents provisional findings for August 1988, comparing results with those obtained 1 year earlier in the baseline sumey of August 1987.
The Ad]'ante Data reports describing the NHIS AIDS surveys have been restricted to simple descriptive statistics to facilitate their timely release. Thus, these reports do not attempt to explain or interpret differences among population subgroups in knowledge about HIV and AIDS or to examine relationships among various measures of knowledge, attitudes, and perceived risk. The 1987 and 1988 NHIS AIDS data bases will permit more complex analyses than those presented in this series of reports, and such anidyscs are being undertaken by various groups in the Public Health Service.
The AIDS questionnaires were designed to estimate public knowledge and attitudes about HIV transmission and prevention of HIV infection, The data were needed as input for the planning and development of AIDS educational campaigns and for monitoring major educational efforts, for example, the series of radio and television public service announcements entitled "America Responds to AIDS" and the brochure "Understanding AIDS," both developed by the Centers for Disease Control.
The 1987 and 1988 AIDS questionnaires were developed by the National Center for Health Statistics and interagency working groups established by the Information, Education and Risk Factor Reduction Subcommittee of the Public Health Service Executive Task Force on AIDS. The working groups included representatives from the Centers for Disease Control; the National Institutes of Health; the Alcohol, Drug Abuse and Mental Health Administration; and the Health Resources and Services Administration.
The current AIDS questionnaire includes items on sources of AIDS information; self-assessed level of AIDS knowledge; basic facts about HIV and how it is transmitted; blood donation experience; awareness of and experience with the blood test for HIV detection; perceived effectiveness of selected preventive measures; self-assessed chances of becoming infected with HIV; personal acquaintance with persons with AIDS or HIV; and willingness to take part in a proposed national seroprevalence survey. A general risk behavior question, similar to that asked by the Red Cross of potential blood donors, is included in the 1988 AIDS questionnaire.
This report presents provisional data for August 1988 for most items included in the AIDS questionnaire. Table 1 displays percent distributions of persons 18 years of age and over by response categories according to age, sex, race, and education. In most cases, the actual question asked of the respondent is reproduced verbatim in table 1 along with the coded response categories. In a few cases, questions or response categories have been rephrased or combined for clearer or more concise presentation of results. Refusals and other nonresponse categories are excluded from the denominator in the calculation of estimates, but responses of "don't know" are included.
Questions in the NHIS AIDS surveys used the term "the AIDS virus" rather than HIV bccausc it was felt that the general population might not be familiar with the more scientific terminology. In this report, "tllcAIDS\ 'irtls''\+'ill be used in place of HIV when it reflects the way an individual question was wordccl.
This report contains numerous comparisons wilh data from the 1987 NHIS AIDS survey that must bc intcrprctc(l with some degree of caution. The wording of some questions was changed slightly, and the context in which the questions were asked was modificcl by the addition of a number of new questions. Diffcrcnccs observed between 1987 and 1988 results may reflect these questionnaire changes as well as actual changes in AIDS knowledge and attitudes.
Selected findings
The following highlights clcscribc various aspects of AIDS knowledge and attitudes observed in tbe August 1988 data from the NHIS AIDS survey, focussing on changes that have occurred in the year since data col]cction began. Unless otherwise noted, all diffcrcnccs cited in Lhc text are statistically significant (see table H for approximate standard errors of estimates). -In August 1988, 84 percent of all adults in the Unitccl Shlcs reported having seen public service announcements about AIDS on tclcvision, slightly lower than the estimates of 86 pcrccnt in June and July but equal to the figure for May. Forty-five percent of adults stated that they had heard AIDS public service announcements on the radio, compared to 48 pcrccnt in July and 49 percent in May and June. Twenty-two pcrccnt of all adults stated that the announcements they had heard on television and the radio were part of the "Anlcrica Responds to AIDS" series.
Sources of AIDS infonnoiion
During June 1988, the Centers for Disease Conlrol mailed a brochure entitled "Unclcrstanding AIDS" to all 11OUSCIIOILIS in the UnitcrJ States. In June and July, 52 pcrccnt of all adults reported having. read broclmrcs or pamphlets about AIDS in the preceding month, more than twice as many as in May (25 percent). In August 1988, 42 pcrccnt of adults stated that they had read brochures or pamphlets about AIDS in the month prcccding the interview. The fact that this percent is still much higher than in May could indicate that adults were continuing to rcwl "Understanding AIDS" several weeks after having rcccivcd it, or it may mean that they did not accuratc]y rcmcmbcr when they received that brochure.
ScI@mrscd h-nowli'dge-As of August 19SS, 22 percent of adults stated that they knew a lot about AIDS, 44 pcrccnt said that they knew some, 26 pcrccnt felt that they knew a little, and 7 pcrccnt chimed to know nothing about AIDS. figure 2 show both the magnitLldc of these cbangcs and the amoLlnt of misinformation that still exists on this topic. Figure 2 shows the pcrccnt of adLdts who corrcclly responded that it is very unlikely or definitely not possible to transmit HIV through various activities. In AugLlst 19S7, 2'7 pcrccnt of adLllts thought it very unlikely that a person could become infected with HIV by using public toilets, and 13 percent thought it impossible. One year later, in August 19SS, the respective proportions were 33 percent who considered this mode of transmission very Ludikely and 24 percent who considered it impossible. Similar improvements were noted for the other activities asked about in both the 19S7 and 19SS questionnaires, and the improvements in lmowlcdge aboLlt transmission were of similar magnitude in all demographic subgroL1ps of the adLlh popLdation. Generally speaking, the activities still perceived as most threatening are those that involve potential contact with the saliva of a person infected with HIV.
Blood donation and tmwnission -As of August 19SS, 40 percent of all adLlhs in the United States had donated blood at some time in their lives, and 13 percent had donated blood since 19S5 when routine testing of blood donations for the AIDS virL~sbegan. Two-thirds (66 percent) of adLdls correctly believed that blood donations arc now routinely tested for the AIDS virus.
Seventy-five pcrccnt of adults had heard of the blood test for the AIDS virL~sinfection as of AL1gust 19SS, up from 70 pcrccnt in ALlgLlst1987. OLdy4 pcrccnt of all U.S. adul[s rcporlcd having reccivcd counseling about taking the AIDS virLlstest-5 percent of those under age 50 years and 1 pcrccnt of those agc 50 years and over. Altogether, 17 percent of adLdts rcportcrl having had Ihcir blood tested for the AIDS virLls. This figure inclLldes 9 percent who rcportcrl having had the test, about the same as AugustDeccmbcr 19S7, and another S percent who were uraawarc of having bad the test bLlt reported having donated blood since 19S5, which had been sLlbjcctcd to roL1line testing for the AIDS virus. Persons age 18-29 years were more than 3 times as likely as those age 50 years and over to have had the AIDS blood test (23 compared to 7 percent), and men were more likely than women to have done so (21 versus 13 percent). The proportion of adults whose blood had been tested increased with education from 7 percent of those with less than 12 years of school to 23 percent of those with more than 12 years.
Just over half (52 percent) of the individuals who were aware of having had their blood tested for the AIDS virus reported having received the results of the test. This proportion was much higher for black than for white adults (77 compared to 45 percent) and was greater among adults age 18-49 years (52 percent) than among those age 50 years and over (46 percent).
Five percent of all adults reported plans to have their blood tested for the AIDS virus in the next 12 months. This proportion decreased with age from 10 percent of persons age 18-29 years to 2 percent of those age 50 years and over.
Five percent of all adults in the United States received blood transfusions between 1977 when the AIDS virus is believed to have entered the United States and 1985 when routine testing of blood donations for the AIDS virus was initiated. As of August 1988, 43 percent of adults stated that the blood supply is now safe for transfusions; 28 percent did not believe the blood supply is safe; and 29 percent were uncertain. The proportion of adults trusting the safety of the blood supply increased with education, was higher for men than for women, was higher for white than for black individuals, and was higher for persons 1849 years of age than for those 50 years and over.
Preventive measures-Twenty-nine percent of adults thought that condoms are very effective in preventing transmission of the AIDS virus, and 54 percent thought that this method is somewhat effective. These figures represent a slight shift in adults' assessment of the protective qualities of condoms compared to August 1987, when 34 percent of adults considered them very effective and 48 percent somewhat effective. In August 1988, 84 percent of adults realized that having a monogamous relationship with a person who does not have the AIDS virus is a very effective way to prevent getting the virus-the same proportion as 1 year earlier. Over half of all adults realized that the diaphragm, spermicidal jellies and creams, and vasectomy arc not effective in preventing AIDS virus transmission, with most of the remainder uncertain about the effectiveness of these methods. These figures also are comparable to those for August 1987.
Risk o~getfing tfie AIDS virus-Overall, 3 percent of all adults stated that they belonged to one or more of thu behavior groups" associated with increased risk of AIDS virus transmission, such as hemophiliacs, intravenous drug users, and homosexuals. This proportion decreased with age from 6 percent of adults age 18-29 years to less than 1 percent of adults age 50 years and over.
As of August 1988, 83 percent of U.S. adults believed there is no chance that they have the AIDS virus. Thirteen percent reported a low chance, 2 percent a medium chance, and less than 1 percent a high chance. Americans assessed their chances of getting the AIDS virus as minimal as WC]]. Seventy-five percent reported no chance of their getting the virus, a proportion that has increased steadily since August 1987 when it was 60 percent. Twenty percent perccivccl themselves as being at low risk, 2 percent at medium risk, and less than 1 percent at high risk. Perceived risk decreased with advancing age, and women were slightly ICSS likely than men to feel at risk of becoming infected with HIV.
As has been true since August 1987, in August 19S8 almost two-thirds (65 percent) of adults reported having talked to friends or relatives about AIDS. One in 10 adults in the United States reported knowing or having known someone with AIDS or the AIDS virus. This proportion was higher for adults age 18-44 years than for those age 50 years and over, was slightly higher for women than for men, and was twice as high for persons with 12 or more years of school as for those with less education. Most of the hlivkluals who had known someone with AIDS or the AIDS virus stated that more than 6 months had passed since they had seen that person. 1b.
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Technical notes
The National Health Interview Survey (NHIS) is a continuous, cross-sectional household interview survey. Each week, a probability sample of the civilian noninstitu- provisional. They may differ slightly from estimates made using the final data file because they were calculated using a simplified weighting procedure that does not adjust for all the factors used in weighting the final data file. A final data file covering the entire data collection period for 1988 will be available in 1989. 
